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W%/ Face-to-face classes only

There will be classes that require students to bring in their computers.
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IMPORTANT: Please forward e-mail message from @eagle.sophia.ac.jp to your daily-use account if you do not access the former
regularly.

This course aims at helping students familiarize with U.S. “historiography,” changing interpretations of historical events in the United
States. More specifically, it will cover the era of colonies, independence, slavery, territorial expansion, the Civil War, immigration &
ethnicity, race, and women all in global context. The students are expected to read/summarize the material in advance, to participate in
discussion & presentation, to write response - what interests / surprises / confuses you -- at the end of each class, and to submit a
final paper [for more information, please see EPILOGUE below]. The classroom activities include: the review of the previous class, the
background information related to the topic, the presentation and discussion, as well as the reflection. [Due to unusual circumstance,
we may have to change what we plan to do during this semester.]
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This course is designed to help students understand the changing U.S. historiography, the history of historical interpretation. In other
words, instead of memorizing historical facts, it will challenge students to think critically about the old [nation-centered/nationalistic]
versus new [sub-national/global] interpretation of the same event. Thus, by taking this class, students will not increase the quantity of
memorized fact but rather develop qualitative skills to review historians' work over the past decades.
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The students are expected to read the material in advance and submit 200-words English summary on Moodle PRIOR to our class, to
participate in classroom presentation/discussion, to write reflections, and to submit a final paper. Depending on the familiarity of the

subject and/or English language skills, it may vary but may require at least 100 minutes for reading, summarizing, and uploading the

required text prior to our class and, after the class, at least 100 minutes for reviewing the text so as to prepare for final paper.
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ZDfth/ Others(in detail) (100.0%) 1 27% of your grade comes from pre-class 200 words summary of Introduction & Cases 1-
8; 27% from class participation & "reaction paper" in which you are asked to write “what interests/surprises/confuses you with why (in
detail) on that day’s class lecture and/or discussion; 18% from Mid-Term & Final Summaries; 28% from outline of & the 1500 words
Paper + Course Reflection without which your paper will not be graded. Please contact the instructor in case of absence and
absolutely NO plagiarism whatsoever. Also, read the below "DES Academic Honesty Policy Statement" (pdf) carefully.

BHiR/Free Text : Moodle will be our e-learning platform (password will be given during the first week of instruction; otherwise,
please contact the instructor for more information). In order to obtain instructor’'s email address, please visit:
https://dept.sophia.ac.jp/fs/student/
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1.Course outline

2.Case 1 (Part 1)
IThe Revolt Against Enclosure: US History Opens out to the World (Read xiii-xviii)

3.Case 1 (Part 2)
IThe Revolt Against Enclosure: US History Opens out to the World (Read xix-xxiv)

4.Case 2: Reflections on "Origins of American Slavery" (Read 50-54)

5.Case 3: 19th Century Religion in World Context (Read 55-71)

6.Case 4: Urbanization & Industrialization in the 19th Century (Read 107-118)

7. Mid-Term Summary (1) no new reading; summarize Case 1-4 + Introduction in 400 words & upload it PRIOR to our class

8.Case 5: Worlds of Reform (Read 147-157)

9.Case 6: Civil Rights Movement in World Perspective (Read 189-207)

10.Case 7: Globalizing Popular Culture in the "American Century" & Beyond (Read 237-252)

11.Case 8: Cold War & Global Hegemony, 1945-1991 (Read 277-291)

12.Mid-Term Summary (2) no new reading; no new reading; summarize Case 5-8 in 400 words & upload it PRIOR to our class

13.Final Summary: Outline of your paper due PRIOR to our class



https://scs.cl.sophia.ac.jp/campusweb/campussquare.do?_flowExecutionKey=_cE887B00A-C272-541E-6C1E-0AB99A066A87_k798D534F-9BDD-8413-5AC7-E67F88C6564F&_eventId=download&index=1
https://scs.cl.sophia.ac.jp/campusweb/campussquare.do?_flowExecutionKey=_cE887B00A-C272-541E-6C1E-0AB99A066A87_k798D534F-9BDD-8413-5AC7-E67F88C6564F&_eventId=download&index=2

14.Epilogue: Paper & Course Reflection due PRIOR to our class [Please answer the following TWO questions in preparing for your
paper: Q1. Thomas Bender argues, U.S. history “is beginning to overflow the channel established by the national narrative---. U.S. history
is being examined in a larger context, one that denies to the nation-state the privilege of being its own historical context” (p. xiii). Please
provide the samples of such overflow by referring to at least TWO different cases plus Introduction (pp. xiii-xxiv) we covered in our
class. Q2. In Introduction, Bender points out, “the gross simplifications inherent in the notion of ‘American exceptionalism,” a line of

thinking common among historians and laypersons in the early cold war years and resurgent today, are exposed” (p. xiii). Please provide
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